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For a long time, humans have considered themselves nature’s great *benefactors. We feed
ducks in the park, throw leftovers to street cats and leave out bowls of food for local wild
animals. We give, they take. At least that is how the story usually goes. But could one of the

world’s most intelligent *predators be (D turning the tables?

A study has reported 34 examples of wild *orcas apparently presenting humans with gifts of
food. The behavior, documented in six different populations from Norway to New Zealand,

(@ appeared to be deliberate and often followed a consistent pattern. The animals, also known

as “killer whales,” were seen approaching people who were in boats, in the water, or even
standing on shore.

The orcas brought fish, birds, sea plants, and, in one case, a turtle. After letting go of these
tasty gifts, they almost always stayed nearby, seemingly waiting to see what the humans would
make of the present. In a few cases, humans picked up the food, then politely threw it back in
the sea——allowing the orcas to catch it and bring it back to them.

The findings, described in a recent academic study, are interesting. Stories of animals
providing objects to humans of their own free will are not uncommon in various -cultures.
Ancient Rome had the story of Romulus and Remus receiving milk from a female wolf, and in
Asia there are stories of lost children being raised by monkeys. But scientifically documented
cases have been rare, and are limited to just a couple of species, such as *seals bringing freshly
caught penguins to sea divers.

The scientists behind the study, who combined their own experiences in the field with

(@ eyewitness interviews, stress that the orcas’ motivations are unknown—and quite possibly

unknowable. However, they have developed several ideas.

One is that this is an example of *altruism between different species——in other words, that
the orcas are extending a hand of friendship, without expecting anything in return.

The researchers admitted that there could be a darker explanation. “We do not know the
final goal of the orcas in the cases reported here, or even if there were any goals, but these
animals have been known to use prey to attract other species and then kill them,” wrote the

team, which was led by Jared Towers of the California Killer Whale Project.

(4)



So far, however, there has been no hint of any harmful intentions toward people—only
orcas offering presents, and humans almost always politely declining.

Unlike orcas in zoos, which have occasionally attacked their trainers, wild orcas have never
been known to kill humans. Even so, it would be best to be cautious: these animals are, after
all, resourceful predators at the top of the food chain, and humans still do not fully understand
their complex and varied behavior.

Perhaps the most likely theory is that the orcas’ food-sharing @is an outgrowth of their

natural curiosity. “This is one of the first times people have seen any wild animal using prey

to directly explore human behavior,” said Towers and his colleagues. “Offering items to humans
could help orcas to learn new behavior, to explore, or simply to play. And in doing so, they

could learn about us or develop relationships with us,” the researchers added.

(73:) benefactor : BEZ i3 A
predator : i #® (MOAEWEHi-> TERL I LIZ L > THEFT L4EWY)
orca . ¥ ¥ F seal - 7T altruism : FMBAYFT 2
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1 returning to its natural home
2 looking for variety
3 beginning to disappear
4

reversing the roles

®
1 was pure chance
seemed intentional

2
3 could not be clearly observed
4

was easy for people to view

> [3]

1 a search for things underwater

2 stories from people who saw such events
3 observations of various animals
4

ideas from researchers of other types of animals

® [4]
1 results from their desire to know more
2 develops continuously
3 has been copied by all wild animals
4

is most common in grown adults
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What do orcas often do after releasing their food near people?
They keep close, as if they want to see the reaction.

They swim away quickly for safety.

They leave immediately to search for new gifts.

They make loud calls to warn other animals.

According to the team led by Jared Towers, what is known about orcas’ behavior? @
They cannot control their speed near boats.

They will forget how to hunt if people feed them.

They sometimes use food to bring other animals close before attacking them.

Their only motivation is to make friends with humans.

KOPL (1) ~ (3) IZ20WT, AXLONEE—HTHIDIZIET1. —HLEVWIDIZIZ20F S

rehzen~—sLuse. [7]~[9]

(1)

(2)

(3)

Orcas around the world have very different patterns of behavior when giving presents to

humans.

Both wild orcas and those in zoos have been known to attack and kill human beings.

It is possible that orcas bring presents to humans because they want to play. @
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In many European countries, families are facing growing school expenses, which often rise

faster than *inflation.

The largest costs usually ( 7 ) from textbooks, which in Spain and Italy can represent
over 70 percent of the total. In Italy, consumer groups complain that families must often buy
new editions instead of second-hand books, creating ( { ) costs. Spanish families pay around
500 euros yearly, most of which goes toward books.

Germany faces some of the highest costs, with families spending about 3,600 euros per year,
well above inflation. School trips, reaching 2,000 euros annually, are the main burden, although
some states limit spending. In the UK, costs grew ( 7 ) 30 percent in just two years, mostly
because of food. Meals and snacks for one high school student can ( T ) 900 euros a year,
while uniforms remain expensive for families with more children.

France is the ( # ). Families there spend only around 211 euros yearly, thanks to a
recycling system for textbooks and a government *allowance of 450 euros per student, which

reduces the overall financial pressure.

(%) inflation : 1 > 7V —> 3 ¥ (Wi -H) allowance : &

(7)
1

fall 2 suffer 3 refrain 4 come

) [11]

1 unavailable 2 unnecessary 3 incapable 4  incomplete
(%)

1 on 2 for 3 by 4 in
(=)

1 save 2 offer 3 achieve 4  exceed
(4)

1 exception 2 reflection 3 addition 4  destination

(4)
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(1)
A

: Hey, look over there! Isn’t that our high school P.E. teacher?

B:( ) It could be!

1 Yes, I already went there. 2 No, I don’t like P.E.

3 It’'s hard to tell from here. 4 There wasn’t anyone there.
(2)

A : Emi, this is Ken. Ken, ( ) Emi Lee, our assistant teacher?

B 1 don’t think so. Nice to meet you.

1 why don’t you meet 2 could you remind

3 can you introduce 4 have you met

(3)

A © Hi Julia, this is Yuko. Can I speak with Yoshie?
B : Oh, I'm sorry. You ( )

A ©OK, can I leave a message?

1 have already met her. 2 have just missed her.

3 don’t know her name. 4  must be Yuko.

(4)

A : Can you join us for karaoke on Saturday evening?

B : Sorry, but I ( ) Next time I'll go, for sure!
1 don’t sing anymore. 2 can’t make it.
3 can’t stand singing in public. 4 didn’t bring my wallet.

(5)

A  How was the vocabulary test?

B : Actually, it didnt ( ) 1 didn’t have enough time to study.
1 go the way I hoped. 2  help me find my book.
3 last forever. 4  come true.

(4)
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(1) He is the man ( ) the police are seeking.

1 which 2 what 3  whether 4 whom
(2) Even if it ( ) tomorrow, they will play outside.
1 will snow 2  will snows 3 snow 4 snows
(3) Don’t take your parents’ financial support ( ) granted.
1 with 2 for 3 as 4 into
(4) ( ) the minister refuse to approve the proposal, we will submit a revised version
next month.
1 Would 2 Because 3 If 4  Should
(5) She could not help ( ) loudly at his joke.
1 to laugh 2 laugh 3 laughing 4 laughed

(4)



(4)

KDT T 7% FT, TOMWIZEZ R S\,

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

*Voter Turnout Trends by Age Group in Japan

84.2%
1967 1980 1996 2009 2017 2024
—=—=18-19 -=-20-29 --e-30-39 —=—40-49 ——-50-59 --0--60-69 -—=2—70-

() voter turnout : X ZZH
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(4)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The voter turnout for teenagers was the ( ) lowest among all age groups in 2024.

second 2 third 3 fourth 4 fifth

Only voters in their ( ) maintained a turnout above 60 percent throughout the
period.

forties 2 fifties 3 sixties 4 seventies

Comparing voter turnout between 2009 and 2024, ( ) of the age groups experienced

a fall followed by a rise.

none 2 one 3 two 4 all

In ( ), voter turnout increased for every age group compared to the previous one.
1996 2 2009 3 2017 4 2024

Since 1980, the voter turnout among people in their ( ) has always been the
lowest.

twenties 2 thirties 3 forties 4 fifties

xEsDY WEES[1]~
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