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International discussions about creating a major treaty to end plastic pollution have failed
once again. The United Nations negotiations, the sixth session of talks in just under three years,
were supposed to end on Thursday. However, countries continued to negotiate into the night in

the hopes of () breaking a deadlock. The main disagreement was between two groups: about

100 nations that want to limit plastic production, and oil-producing countries that want to focus
on recycling instead.

In the early hours, representatives of Cuba said that countries “missed a historic opportunity
but we have to keep going.” Emma Hardy, the UK’s *Marine Minister, also expressed her
disappointment, stating, “Plastic pollution is a global crisis that no country can solve alone.” She

added, “The UK @is committed to working together with other nations to protect the

environment and help create an economy where waste is reduced and resources are reused.”
These talks began in 2022 in response to growing scientific evidence of the dangers of plastic
pollution to both human health and the environment. Despite the benefits of plastic, scientists
are especially concerned about the potentially harmful chemicals it contains. These chemicals can
leak out as plastics break down into smaller pieces, which have been found in soil, rivers, the
air, and even in the human body.
The countries had a deadline of the end of last December to get a deal done, but they failed

to meet it. This latest failure means that they are (@ falling further behind. Speaking on

behalf of the island states, the northern Pacific nation of Palau said on Friday, “We are
repeatedly returning home with insufficient progress to show our people.” The representative
added, “It is unfair for us to face the worst of a global environmental crisis we barely
contributed to.”

The core issue dividing the countries has remained the same: whether the treaty should stop
pollution by reducing how much plastic is made, or simply manage the pollution that already
exists.

The largest oil-producing nations view plastics, which are made using fossil fuels, as an
important part of their future economies, particularly as the world shifts from gasoline and

*diesel cars to electric ones. The group, which includes Saudi Arabia and Russia, argues that

F1(3)



better waste collection and recycling infrastructure is the best way of solving the problem, a view
shared by many of the producers themselves.
Ross Eisenberg, the president of a US plastic industry trade group, said, “Plastics are

fundamental for modern life—— (@ they go in everything. Focusing on ending plastic pollution

should be the priority here, not ending plastic production.” He warned that attempts to replace
plastics with other materials could lead to unintended consequences.

However, many researchers believe this approach has a serious weakness. Currently, only
about 10 percent of plastic is recycled globally, with limits on how far that can rise. Dr. Costas
Velis, a professor at Imperial College London, explained that even if recycling rates rose to 15,
20, or even 30 percent, a significant amount of plastic would still pollute the environment and
harm human health. He concluded that while recycling needs to be improved, it cannot solve

every aspect of the plastic problem.

() Marine Minister : 3 K diesel car : Bl KR E T A5 T4 — BN DU RERL2HE
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1 finding a way forward
extending the deadline for the discussions

stopping all plastic production

B WO DN

keeping the details of the discussions secret from the public

@ [2]

is opposed to

—_

2 is dedicated to
3 is exposed to
4

is accustomed to

> [3]

1 catching up faster

2 spending less money
3 losing more trust
4

getting more delayed

® [4]
1 plastics are used in almost all products
plastics can be easily made into any shape or size

2
3 plastics can be put in any container
4

plastics are produced in every country

F1(3)
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What is a danger caused by plastics that break down into smaller pieces?
They are mistakenly eaten by animals.

They are a fire hazard.

They cause physical injury to people who step on them.

They release harmful substances.

Why do large oil-producing nations view plastic as an important part of their future
economies? IE

Because plastic is a key component in making electric cars cheaper.

Because they believe focusing on recycling and waste management creates more jobs.
Because people are moving away from gasoline and diesel cars.

Because they do not want to lose the money they have invested in plastic factories.

ROFL (1) ~ (3) IZ2VWT, AXONEE—FHTHLDIZIF1. =LV DIZiZ20FESF

rehenv—sLuse. [7]~]9]

(1)

(2)

(3)

Emma Hardy believes that to solve the plastic problem, we need international

collaboration.

According to Ross Eisenberg, using materials other than plastics might create problems.

Increasing recycling rates can completely prevent damage to the environment and human

health. | 9 |
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*Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony was recently performed to mark the 200th anniversary of its

first performance. The first performance of this work took ( 7 ) in Austria’s capital city,
Vienna, on the 7th of May, 1824. Beethoven lived and worked in Vienna for much of his life. He
wrote his most famous works there. A member of the *choir told the BBC how happy she was
to sing in the 200-year celebration. She said: “It ( £ ) the whole world to us. Youre lifted up
when you're singing.”

Many people think the Ninth Symphony is one of the greatest pieces of music ever written.
It is one of the most ( 7 ) classical works. The symphony’s fourth part is called *Ode to Joy.
This was revolutionary 200 years ago because it used a choir. A version of Ode to Joy is the
official song of the European Union. It is played by orchestras worldwide and ( T ) peace and
international understanding. A choir member ( 7%+ ) Beethoven’s Ninth “wonderful.” She added

that it “moves from the darkness to the light.”

=

() Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony : N\— F ="'z > OREME 9F  choir © A5

Ode to Joy : [#= DK |

(7)
1

part 2 place 3 over 4 up

() [11]

1  means 2  helps 3 wins 4 forgets
(%)

1 user-friendly 2 short-term

3 widely-recognized 4  well-educated
(=)

1 repairs 2  submit 3 causes 4 represents
()

1 kept 2 left 3 called 4  turned
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(1)
A

: I'd like to go somewhere quiet and relaxing.

B ( )

A 1 love your idea! It will be great to get away from it all.

1 Do you know any good places?

2 How about a hot spring town in the mountains?

3 Let’s stay at home and prepare for our class presentation.
4

That’s just what I was thinking.

(2)

A 1 was wondering if that school rule is really fair to everyone.
B : Maybe we can talk to the principal about it.
A : You may be right. ( )

1 I'm relieved we spoke to him yesterday.
There’s nothing anyone can do to change it.

That rule is fair for everybody.

B WO DN

It’s at least worth asking.

(3)

A * Would you mind if we met a bit earlier tomorrow morning?

B : That’s fine. ( ) Shall we meet at the café at ten?

1 TI'm free after nine thirty.
I don’t want to go out tomorrow.

I'm not sure about my plans for the morning yet.

B W N

I'll be busy all day.

F1(3)



(4)

A  Could I help you with putting up the decorations?
B : That would be great. ( )

A Tl start with the posters straight away.

1 TI've already finished everything.
We're going to start it tomorrow.

We need more hands.

B W N

But you should check with Anne first.

(5)

A 1 didn’t win the speech contest.
B : But you gave a really good speech. ( )

A : Thank you! I'll definitely try again next year.

1 Tll keep on practicing.
Next time, maybe it’ll be you.

The next contest is in three years.

B W DN

Who won it this time?

F1(3)
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(1) This book ( ) into five languages so far.
1 translated 2 is translating
3 has been translated 4 was translating
(2) The meeting ( ) by the time we arrived at the office.
1 finishes 2 will finish 3 has finished 4 had finished

(3) I had my smartphone ( ) yesterday.

1 repair 2 repaired 3 repairing 4  to repair

(4) He succeeded ( ) solving the difficult problem by himself.
1 on 2 in 3 at 4 with

(5) The teacher demanded that the homework ( ) submitted by the next class.
1 s 2 were 3  being 4 be

F1(3)
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Daily Screen Time

[H Less than 1 hour

[]1 to 8 hours 3to 5 hours [ |5 or more hours

Junior High School Boys
2021 H 45.4 29.0 0.9
2024 F 46.9 23.4 0.7
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
[ Less than 1 hour []1 to 3 hours 3to 5 hours [ |5 or more hours
Junior High School Girls
2021 H 44.0 32.0 0.7
2022 _ 44.0 29.1 0.8
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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(1)

(2)

(3)

F1(3)

The percentage of boys who used a screen for less than one hour first exceeded 25

percent in ( ).

2021 2 2022 3 2023 4 2024

The percentage of girls who used a screen for five or more hours was below that of boys

in ( ) of the four years.
one 2 two 3 three 4 all

In one of the years, the percentage of girls who used a screen for ( ) remained

unchanged from the previous year.

less than one hour 2 one to three hours
three to five hours 4 five or more hours
For both girls and boys, the percentage of those who used a screen for ( ) was the

highest across the four years.
less than one hour 2 one to three hours

three to five hours 4 five or more hours

The percentage of both boys and girls who used a screen for three to five hours showed

( ) over the four-year period.

a decreasing trend 2 an increasing trend

no change 4 a fall then arise

xEsDY WEES[1]~
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